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INPORUATION PLAN
CLASSIFICATION: SECRET
TITLE; 58eA=3 THE WS-117L PROGRAM
REFERENCES: ARPA Msmoyendus £0 Becretary of the Alr Force, dated 20

February 1958, Subjoct: "Reconnaissance Satellites and
Manned Bpace Brploration".

Task Organizations:

Alr Hesesxeh end Development Command
Strategic Aix Commond

Air Defense Command

Alr Meterdel Comeand

Hilitaxry Alxr Trensport Cwamancl

Alr Training Comand

Alaskon Air Comaand

CINCU3ATE

CINCPACAR

CINCAIRC

Supperting Orgenizations:

Department of State
U. 5. Infoymation Agency
Lockheed Alreralft Corporation

1. OBJECTIVES

a. Within the 1limits of Seecurity, to inform the Americen public

(and the world) of the fects and significance of the WS-1i7L
PrOSIanla

b. To esteblish an orderly flow of nevws concerning WS=-11TL
© activities to premote medla coversge aud spzoulation favorable
to the objectives of this plan. To discourage speculation in
the press whileh would lead to the affizstion of lshels such as
"BIG BROTHER" end "SPY" 10 the WS-1l7L progicm.

¢.. To showr that the WS-1LTL is a most effective weapons system
end, a8 such, i Inextricebly interwoven iun the U. 8. wespons
argensl.

d. To advaace the proposition that reconnalssance sstellites are
an extension of alr power.
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e, To explolt the psychological implication of the WS~1l7L
weapons system as a deterent to poientiel eneny agression,

f. Tarough utilizaticn of militery end USIA information roe
sourges througnout the world, ©o contribute to world accept-
anee of Presldent Bisenhower's Open Skies Proposel and to
directly pronote the WS«ll7L program es a messive guardian of
world peace.

STTATION ‘

B Bacl_gground.

(1) Air Force cognizence of the probebllity of orbiting
artificlal satellites dates back to 1946 when the USAF
directed the RAND Corporation %0 uadertele a study to
deternlne the technical fecpebility of cuch g program.
The first major breskihrough come in 1953 whea the USAP
Selentific Advisory Board reported %o the Alr Staf? that
high yield thermonucleaz weapons could be produced in
warheads of smoll weights and sizes, Tain technical
bresithrough sccelerated the development of the ICEM
program. It followed thets since the propulsion roe
quirement for placing a setellite in orbit is the same
order of meagnitude as that required for an iCBM, the
achievanent of propulsion powerful enough to put a
satellite in orbit became, in effect, o "fallout" of
the ICBM progrem.

(2) In 1954, es a direct result of the Selentific Advisory
Board report, the Atlas (ICRM) progrem was sccorded the
highest priority in the Air Force. In 1959, General
Operationel Requivement (GOR) 80 establiched a Strategle
Reconnaipsance Wespons System. Tae gtated operational
objeetive - 1o provide continucus purveillance Of pre=
sclected excos of the earth o deteimine the stetus of a
potential enemy's wav-making capability.

(3) ARLC, which hed inherited the RAID study prosrem in 1953,
aselzned the satellite project to its Ballistic Nlssile
Diviglon in 1955._The Developuent Plen for WS-117L was
approved ia July 1956 and wes folldwed shortly by guppoit=

Ing dovelopuent dirvectives. In October 1956, the develop~

went siege of the WS-1ll7L progrem gos undexrwey with the

everd of a contract o Lockheed Alrcraf Corporation for
development and testing of the systenm.

(k) On 28 Feb 1958, the newly-created Advanced Research
Projects Agency, Department of Defense; Which hed been /
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projects, Toxmally assigned responsiblilty for the !
WS~117L program to the Alr Force and ordered the
project accelerated and carricd forward under the high-

est national priority in oxder to ettain an initial qpér-

aticoal capsbilily et the earllest possible date. |~

b. Ihe Weopous Systen \

(1) ¥S-117L conaists of a nuvber of separate oystems de-

signed to produce operationnl reconna

1ggonce satelliteg.
Tacse include the Pioneer visual and |

Advanced Viousl pnd Survelllonce Visual,

25X1 ersions. Including the Thor a.an
IFWWM C Ve y & totel of 76 satellites will be

,.'Leunched‘over a s:lm year perlod. The test version cavers

(2) The WS~1l7L Satellite willl be known as the "Guardian”.

3. E{ECUTION

a. Concept

(1) Inbtroduction

(a)

(b)

(c)

B

Wilth the posslble exception of nuclear power, no
peaccvine weapong system in the history of men
gpproaches the challenge inhereni in the WS-117L
program. A revolutionary military developzent, it
is geared to serve the major wespons systeas in

"time of wor. In time of peace, it would detect

preparvations for war and no netlon would be free fram:
its surveillmnce.

The farereocining poteniisl of the WS-11lTL progreax

as a paychologleal factor in the cold war demands
oplblmm preparation to insure the eschievement of
speclfic objectives critical to national poliey.

Thus, an Informstion Plan, though ostensibly

directed at informing the Amerlcen public and mini~ |
mizing unvwarranted speculation in the Nstion'as

precs, cen prove to be of incalculsble value in sete
ting the stege for the attainment of these objectives.

It is recognized that crucisl decilslons lnvolved in
maxdnizing the psychological import of the progran
will in ccme ingtances be beyond the purview of the
Air Force. DBut, because of the ilmpact here and
sbroad which must inevitably follow the coatrolled
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dissemination of officlal news relating to the pro-
grem, these factors are considered in the basic ine
formation plan.

(2) Foosing

(a) This plan will be Ymplemented in three phosess
1. Phese ONE - The Thor Test Versica Series.
2. Phaose TWO - The Atlas Test Version Series.
3« Fhase THRER « Tho Operational Seriles,
a. The Plonesr Version
b. The Advanced Versioa
c. The Surveillance Version

I

{3) Thc General Plen

(a) Information generated by this plan embraces Lwo
inter-reloted oreas: !
1. The haxd core newa of the operation itsel?, cue
phaslzing spot news in reference to preparation

and performance of firing operaticns. ?
2. The releose of speeilfic Informotlon calculated
to support certaln objectives listed in Pora.l.

(v) The WS-117L progrem is schoduled to extend beyond
1965. Any informsiticn ection talken dvring the initiel
PHASES will affeect, if not condition, the climnte of
bublic opinion prevailing during the introduction of
svbsequent PHASES of the progrom. Tae absence of Plan~-
ned and regulsr reieasces will not prevens publicity
cn the project. To the conirary, as in the case to
date, it has resulted ia much speculation and erroin-
ecus wrlting in the press, gilving rise to politically
unfavorable cennotations such as "Big Brother" and
"Spy™. It is dmportant, thevrefore, that all rcleag-
@8 consistently end sccurately xeflect the objectives
of this plan and that ell contects with the press be
adninistered in a highly professional menner.

(e} Seccurity considerations, internotional poliiieal
factors and the need to inform the Americen public
-cambine to alfect the presentation of thlc program
to the public. Because of these diverse prassuxes,
this plan calls for o gredual approach o the
accomplinbmenta of the objectiives lisied in Parm. l.
In FHASE ONE, primory emvhasis will be pleced upon
peaceful sclentific resecarch conducted by the
orblting satelldites in the study of envirommenisl
conditione and ‘the intricate testing program ine
volved in lsunching aand orbiting test vehicles.
PHASE TWO (Atles stage) will move closer to the

Approved For Release 2005/0423 (ClA-R[3P85B00803R000100040087-5
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militexry espects of the project but will still stiress
gcientifle reacarch and test procedures. Tne suecessful
orbit of the first FIASE TIREE (operotional) vehicle
will be exploited wo the fullest extent. Exploitation
will cootimue throughout PUASE TREE. Pariticuler eibtene
“ion will be accorded oversesg coverege end maximum
cooperation will be provided the Unlted Stotes Informa=
blon Agenecy. Commencing with PHASE THREE, objectives of
this plan lisied in Pares l.c and l.£ will be provided
additional cuphosis.

{4) The Taor Test Version Series (FIOASE ONE)

(a) Generol

l. The Thor test seiles, toteling 10 monthly leunchings
is acheduled to begin in Noverber 1956 and will
initiate the accelerated WS-11T7L program.

2. Friwory objectives of PHEASRE (ONE ave to establish the
premice that the Thor geries is a test phese ond to
get the sitage Lfor FHIASE WO « the Atlas serien of
nine loanchings scheduled to begin in Ssune 1959.

Toe last three Thor leunchings will run concurrently
with the Lirst three Atles shots.

a. OSpecinl emphesls will be eccordsd the space ree
search factor of the Thor test progrem. This
theme will giress the pesceful seientific ree-
secarch conducted by orbiting satellites in the study
of envirvonmentel conditions. This will be ine
cluded in ell sppropriate releases, speeches end
Interviews.

b. Referance to potentiality of the weapons sysiem

o 1tzelf will be minimized duxing PHASE ONE. Wo
overt aticapt will be wade Lo discourage such re-
porting or press speculation but every efiort will
be made to promote environmental findings and re-
search resulis to divert PHASE ONB emphasis.

(v) Specific

l. Five basic preas releasces wlll Inltiste FHASE OEB aad
the general spproach to the overeall WS«llT7L informie
tion progrsm. These relecscs will be iscsued on
appropriate dates selected by the Direcior of Informte
tion Services, 02fice of the Secrotary of the Air
Force, and spproved by the Asst. Secretary of Defease
for Public Affalirs. They will Include:

a. Background and accelerq.tion of the progranm.

Approved For Release 2005/0482%; : cCIR-BDP85B00803R000100040087-5
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be Aly Force-Industry Tean

¢. Cooke Test Boge

d. Test PFaclllitles Static Tests (Ground firing of
‘rocket engines)

e. Construction off Troacking Stations.

2., No further smnouncement or releace will be made until
the Liwst successful Lirving of the Thor test zeries.

3. SubJect to supervision by the Director of Iaformation
Sexvices, Offlce of the Secretory of the Alr Force,
the Air Reseaxrch snd Developzent Cozmaand (Ballistiec
Migailes Division and the Air Porce Missile Test
Center) will conduct press opereiions relatlve to
fivings during PHEASE I and II. Respoasibility for
press cperations will be translerred fram ARDC 1o
the Strategle Alr Camiznd in FIASE IiZ. !’\In_’itg;—_;zm
/7 Hion Feom, selected by the Director of InPormmiion
/\/ 0 Sexvieces, will supplement the BMD press task force
and will be In e position, olong with necesssry
equipment, three {3) days prilor Lo the first sched-
wled Thor lounching. ‘Tee Augeentation Toom will be
assigned to ARDC end SAC for duty in subsequent
firings as necessary.

.

h.} Spot news hendling by the ppess tesk force with
/2 reference to £iring operations will conform to in-
structlions Issued hy this heedqueaters based upon
procedures esloblished by the Department of Defense.

]\f 0 5. Coverage of the first successful lsanching will be
' J & highekey effort ond ell necceosry steps will be
token to ipsure necessary pre~dispositioning of
7 informational resources. Upon corpletion of the
7 Lirgt succazsful shot, en evaluation will be made
7 eoncerning informmtlonal aspects of the opexatlion.

/Z . Deficiencies will be noted snd appropriate action
. - tal’;e-no 7

0 a. The rescurces of the Augmeniaiiod Teem will be
eddressed primarily do hanetoum relcases, feature

maberial end these facets of informetion which
cen be developed to favoreble adventage for dlse
pemlinatlon ebrozd in conpjunciion with the U« S.
Information Agency. Releases will include still
picture end capbtloned press relesses, 1Gm
silent and auricon coverage for television use,
1Gm kodmchrame footage for national colorcasts
on television, 35mm black and white photographs

SECRE®T
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snd tronsparencics for nowvspeper, periodicals
ond Sundey supplement uge.

b. Hometown velesses will identify (1) the tast

£Lring localde through visusl or sudlo means;
(2) the misslon within the Alr Force frome of
referance; (3) the individuals, %o include orw
genlzation end hone coddrens; and, (%) the task
the individusl, or individunals 1z performing.
All hometown releases wlll be processed as
rapidly @8 cepebillities permit to toke full ad-
ventage of timing.

¢c. Key Alxr TForce officexs, scientists and technl-

0 , . clans will be evalloble for media inierviews.
/ Pertinent canned siotomanis, along with brief

T

8.

10.

bilogrephices, will be disacminated as sppropriate.
VWhen practiceble « depeading wpon lengih of gatellile
orbit and status of 4racking fecilities -~ preas tours
wild be egitoblished at gelected tbrecking staitions to
drapatize tracking coveresge and highlight the sclen-
tific research aspecis of the orbiitlng satellite.

In firing operations in whlch scheduled orbiting
times are to be of such ghore duratlon az to create
on impression of fallure or an abortive operation

in the public mind, a special relesse will be lssued
prior to the subject firing anncuncing the short
orbit scheduled. :

Should failure cccur in any of the firings, a
routine snnouncement will be mede prosplily, cslling
attentlion to the next scheduled firing. Specific
firing dates, however, will not be relea.sed. in ed-
vBnee., |
Special Teatures,; speeches and interviews with
praninent scicntists affilisted or kucwledsesble
with the WS-1l7L program will emphasize the contrie
bubion Lo scientific research in being by the
setellite program in the field of envirommentgl space
studles.

Providing the first Thor fixring is succesmml, ths
second Thor firing and the remsinder of the sexies
will be played in xedium to low key as the B.Ltuation
wazrants.
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(5) Mhe Atles et Version Series (PHASE IT)

(a) General

1. The Atles bost ceries, schedulod to begin in
June 1959, will consist of nine wonthly
launchings fwom Patrick AFB, Florldo. Tois
phage wlll run concurrently with the last three
Jounehings of FUASE I.

2. Frimary objective of Faese II is to (a) cauplote
the trensitions from the testing phase to the
operatlonald. phese, and (b) 1o establish the come
petence of the Atles booster to project heavy
loads luto space.

&. Seclentlfic roseaych will continue to ba
phasilzed, but this phoss will also m mexE a
more defined spprcech to the ul.tim‘be uae 61’
“EEE“WS-‘»’J.J.’E aa a ‘m@.poua gysmm

l. There will be no spell-cut of the program,
but press relesses and announconents
quoting officinl gources will generelize
88 to the reconnalssence capability of
the syaten but will enphasize the pessive
and peaceful. ligplication oZ the progran.

(v) Specifics

'L First benchmerk will be the lcousace of o national.

presg reloase ab the time the Atles i roved into
, plece ab Pabrick £ AFI., acheduled for Aprﬁ. 1959.
. his release walch will incluce uevspoper, radio
0 . televiglon and newsreel coversge, will indicate

that the Allsg will beost o far greater welght
.Lm;o orbit.

2. Pmas proceduves and planning Luplementation for
The Tirst successful Atlas Pirlng will be based
vpon the evaluabion resulis of the informetional.
eflort accorded the succsssful. Toaor firing in
PHASE Z.

8. Press relesses will differ froa thoce disseme
innted In PHASE I o the extent thal they will
closely adhere to the objectives listed in
Paregraphs (5)(a)2 ebove. Paragraph 5,
poage 7 will epply to the second succeasful
Atlas firing.

SECRET
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b. Exhibits of the satellite prototyps will be
- pleced in key cltiez throurhout the United
Stebes end Furope. Rumber of exhibite and
/) locotlons will ba selected at a later daote
and aanounced o participating agencies by
. BEPArate 'NODBLTgR.

\

3. Subsequent Atlas operotions in PHASE I will be
handled in routine feshion with e minimum of acwse
genereted other then snncuncerents of successful
firings and necessary progress raporis.

(6) Tho Operatioval Series (FEASE IXL)

{a) CGenerol

1. ‘Fas operationsl. serles conslats of the Pionesr
verslon, Advonced Yersion ond Suivelllance
Version end cwbroces & total of ST satellite
leanchings. The first lmanching {(Plonesr)
iz scheduled fow Mureh ]G30, The breciwdown
calls for 11 Satellites in the Picneer verglon;
15 Advenced Versicns; end 3L of the most
sopnisticated atege of the program, the surveile
lance Version. PHASB IIT maxiks the tranofer of
operatlonsl contvol of the WS-I17L program to

tha Strategic Alr Command.

(v) Specifics

"le  SubJact to the eupsrvisicn of the Director of
Infoxmution Scervices, Secretery of %he Ailr Force,
3AC will conducet press cperations relative to
firings during FHASE III.

2+ It cun be sntleipated that the nurber of satellites
in orbit by 196C will be 50 muercus 8s to muke Sabe
clllte Iswachings caxrouploces lncofal? o press
interest 1s concerned.' Hevertheless, caversge of
the first lewnching in FEASE IIT will be a high
kery edfort, becense of the nawre of the progrem,
sud all neecescery steps willl be taken to insure
pre-dispositioning of ioforwatioral mesouxces.
Payelculer attentlon will be accorded oversens
coversge and moxinmm cooperablon willl be effoched
with the Tnlted Stetes Informwetion Agency. Sube
sequent launchinge and develogment in PAASE IIT
warrsnbing mepdonen efford will be explolted to

the Mullest extent.

3+ A% least three (3) wmonths prior to the scheduled

Approved For Release 2005/04/22 : CIA-RDP85B00803R000100040087-5
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Jaunching of the fivot VS-1LTL onerational
vehicle Inltieting FHASE ITI, evelustion
results of FHASE I and PHASE IX vwill ba ree
viewed by thisc hezdguorters. o resulis of
+his revi@w,‘ wlong with current pollileal oad

militory considerations, will detexmine tha exe
teat of FIASE IYI planning revision.

4. Subject to Security ond policy consideraticns,
selected pletures taken by orviting satellites
will be releesed to the press.

b. Agssleonmont of Tosks

(1) e Director of Informstion Sexvices, Office of the
' Secretary of the Alr Iorce, will:

Dofense for Public Affeirs end the Advenced Research
Projects Agency (AREA), monitor the execution of
this plan end supervise the issuance of Press rge
leases, announcemants, photogrephic end other ine
Pormutional meterial (SAFIS~3).

(2) In coordivation with the Asalstont Secretexy of

(b) Provide necessary guidsnce to subordinate units.

(e¢) Establich Alx Force policy governing all informatione
8l agpeets of the WS-11T7L program.

(Q) Eeteblish and divect proceduves involving securiiy.

(e) Dovadl o muwber of oslected officers ad eirmen to
form sn Augmentatlion Team 4o be assigned to LARDC
(Rellintic Missiles Division) Air Forvce Missile
Test Center and SAC on tewporary Guty for the
purpose of carvylng out varicus aspects of this
Pplan. '

(£) Eveluate end process proposed magezine articles Yor
use Guring the period of this plan.
(8) Propore piatemonts relative to the sisnificancs snd
- 8cope of the VS-1l17L progrom for issuasnce al apprope
riate tines by key Alr Force officers essligned to
this headquarters.

(k) Propore sn intemal informaiicn yrogran for world
wide uitilizetion.

(1) Initiacte press tours at selocted tracking stations.
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(J) Dixect the exhibit placement operntion es cited in
Poxagroph 3e

(2) ‘me Air Research end Development Camusnd (WD, AFMIC) will:

(a) Subject to ingtrpctions by the Director of Information
Services, Office of the Sceretary of the Alr Porce,
conduct press operatlions relative to satellite vehicle
launchings in PAASK I and IZ.

(v) Prepare necegsary press releages snd othor inform-
ationel meterial as cited In Porographs 4 thra 10

{pages 7 ond 8) ead parvegraph 5 (vege 9).

(3) The Air Defense Comuand, Milltary Adr Pransport Command,
Aly Training Comuwond, Alnsken Alr Camend, CINCUSATE and
CINAIRC, will:

(a) Upon ddrection, provide operationel and loglstical
support to this headqpaaters, the Strategie Alr
Command or the Alr Remearch snd Developuent Command
(Sm, AFMIC) in support of this plan.

{4) The Strategic Alr Command will:

(a8} Direet the Prst Missile Division, Cooke AFB, to
support the Ballistic Misslles Division {ARDC) in
the conduct of press oporatlions relative to firings
of satellite test vehlcles during FIASE I and proe
vide loglaticel and edwinigtrative support ©o men-
wera of the Augmentedion Team and members of the
press duxing fiving operations at Cooke AFB.

(v) Subject to instructions by the Director of Informae
tion Sewvices, Office of the Secrctary of the Alr
Force, conduct press operations in PHASE III.

@« Coordlnaiing Instiructlons

(1) The Director of Infommabion Services, Office of the
Secrstory of the Alr Foree, will effect clope coordie
na'tlon with the Dirveclor, Advanced Research Projects

Agency, Department of Defense in the Lmplementation of
this plen.

(2) Full coordination will be effected with the U. S. Navy,
Point Magu on activlties employing the Point Magu Range.

(3) Provision will be made Lo sssure that the spirlt end
ingofar as eppllcable, the terus of Assistant Secretary
of Defense Murray Snyder's 1 March 1958 Memorandwa for

Approved For Release 2005/04/22 : CIA-RDP85B00803R000100040087-5
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the Seeretarics of the Avuy, Novy wd Alr Forece, subjoct:
"Procedure for Prosg Covercge of FPixings et the Mieslie
oot Center, Cape Canaverul, Floxida," bo followed.

(%) Credit in press relesses will be glven %o prine and sube
contractors, coopaveting on the WB-117L poogrenm, whenover
procticsble. This plén will be fully coordinabted with
Lockheed Adreraft Corporation, vhich, as prime contractor
has the responsibility of providing prees and informational
aesgistance to implementing egencies.

he ADMINTSTRATION

8. Security

(1) The provisions of ATR 205-1 apply.

(2) Procedures normally in effect in conjuncition with publie
information activities will epply %o all individual
actlions taken in the lmplementation of this plen,

(3) The generel nature of information o be protected ie:
(a) Payload, or sub-systems involved in data gatbering.
(v) Comaunication snd ground cammsnd techniques.

(e) Iaunch schedules.
{d) Deta gatbering effectivencss of the system.

(k) Inplementation of this plen will be moaitored by sa Air
Foree Securlty Review project officer who will provide
necessary suidance and securdty provisions throughout.

{5) CO2ND AND SIGNATL

Direct commnications with this headquarters is suthorized.
R THE CHIER OF STAFP:
ATGO B. LUEHMAN

MaJor General, USAF
Director of Infoumaticn Service
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